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CLEFT SENTENCE
EXERCISES

EXERCISES

I _Rewrite Hie senternces to focus afftention an the underlined information. Starr
with it + be and an appropriate wh- word or that. {C)

2. She's been secing a doctor at Newtown Hospital, but she's having the
operation in the QueenMary Hospital.
She's been zecing a doctor at Newtown Hospital, bue...

3. They said they dropped in when they were passing, but | think they came (o
visit us because they wanted o watch TV.
They said they dropped in when they were passing, but [ think...

4. He says he's got a cold, but in fact he's feeling unwell because he's working 5o
hard.
He says he's got a cold, but in fact...

2.Give responses beginning No, what..., correcting whar was said in the
question. The first one is
done for vou. Use the notes in brackets to help. (B)

1. 'Diad vou say that vou wanted me to move these boxes™ (wanted vou / fill
haxes / these
books)

2 hd vou mean that you will give me the money” (lend / money until next
week)

3 Did you think that I would take Mark to piano practice™ (going / his own)

A b s b ot Sl A

A computational linguistic approach to natural
P 7

g p g with applications to garden path
sentences analysis

Diagramming Worksheets Name: _
Sentence Diagram - A sentence diagram is a chart thal shows the relation of the words,

phrases, and clauses in a sentence lo analyze a faull in a senlence or whether the
ward “who” or "whom” is to be used.

Subject Noun And Predicate Verb

subject noun | predicate verb

I sing.

You are singing.

He has been singing.

We have been singing.

You had been singing.

They had sung.
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Three-vear-olds use prosody online to constrain syniactic analysis
Alex de Carvalho, Isabelle Dautniche & Anne Chnstophe
Latoratoire de Scicnoes Cognitives o Peycholinguistique (ENS, EHESS, CHRS)
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Comiet: alex.carvalboa ens, i

Wouns and verbs, a crucial linguistic distinction, are present in all longuages of
the world. Since nouns typically refer 1o ohjects, while verbs refer 1o actions, infeming
the symiocisc class of a novel word can be exiremely helpful dunng early longueage
processing (Gleitman, 1990), Previous work has shown that two-year-olds can use
function wonls fo predic the grammiatical category of an upcoming content word
(Bermal et al,, 2007; Zangl & Fernpld, 2007} dunng sentence processing, However, not
all content words are preceded by function words, In such cases, an analysis i tenms of
syTHactic constiteents can be very informative. Given that the prosodic structure of an
utterance fends 1o coincide with 15 syntactic structure, listeners could exploit prosodic
boundanics together with funcion wonds 10 categorize content words (Morgan &
Demth, 1995, Christophe et al, 2008). Specifically, in two experiments, we
ivestigated whether voung children ang able 1o take o account the position of a word
within the prosodec stnectune when they compute its syntactic calegory (noun vs, verb),

Pairs of homophones belonging to different syntactsc categones (noun and verb)
were used 1o create bocally ambiguous sentences (e.g. a noun senberce: [la petite ferme]
[est tres jolie] the small farm is very nice vs. a verb sentence: [la petite] [ferme ka
fenétre] whe lirnle girl closes the window, where brackets indicate phonological phrase
boundaries). Although both sentences stant with the same three wonds, they can be
disambiguated by the prosodic boundary that cither directly preceded the entical word
Jerme in the case of verbs or directly followed ferme when in the case of nowns.
Crucially, all words following the bomophone were masked, such that prosodic cues
werne the only desambiguating information, In an ol completion lask (Expeniment 1),
Fremch S-year-olds completed these three-wond sentence onsets, As shown in Figure |
i, children successfully exploiied prosody to interprel the ambiguous word as either a
pown of a verb (similar e aduliz, Millone et al., 2007 )

To tesi whether children can use prosodic boundarses owline 10 compuie
syntactic categories, Experiment 2 used an intermodal preferemial looking task with an
eyve-iracker. Children were presented with two images displayed side-by-side, ome
associated with the noun interpretation of the ambiguons wond ez, a farm) and the
other with the verb interpretation (e.g. a little girl closing something). We reconded boah
the time course of their eye-gaze and their pointing responses, Figure 1 b shows thag
3 5-yearolds poimted toward the comect nterpretation of the ambiguous word
Furthermsore, the eye-tracking daa (Figure 2) show that children initially looked more
toward the verb image (which always: contained humans), In the poun senlence
comdition, chibdren appropriately swiiched their gare wward the noun image by the end
of the ambiguous word, which, taking mio account saccade preparsiion Lme, suggests
that they computed g cxtegory before word offsetr.

Altogether, these resulls show that young children, upon hearing the first words
of a sentence, exploil prosody on-line to group words into constitwents, and explon this
constitwent structure in their computation of syniactic categorics,
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